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i. Less than Significant Impact. The applicant would be required to implement 

erosion-control and sediment-control BMPs that would meet or exceed measures 

required by the Phase II Small MS4 General Permit for the Mojave River Watershed 

to control potential construction-related pollutants. Erosion-control BMPs are 

designed to prevent erosion, whereas sediment controls are designed to trap 

sediment once it has been mobilized. Use of these BMPs would ensure the project 

does not result in substantial on-site or off-site erosion or siltation. Impacts would be 

less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

ii. Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not result in a significant 

change to the drainage pattern of the site nor would the project involve the alteration 

of the course of a stream or river. The proposed project would follow a similar 

drainage pattern compared to existing conditions; see discussion under Impact c.a. 

No flooding would occur on the site. Impacts would be less than significant and no 

mitigation is required. 

iii. Less than Significant Impact. Runoff from the project site would discharge into 

existing storm drain facilities. The volume required to be detained due to the increase 

in runoff flows between the pre-development and post-development volumes under 

the 100-year storm is approximately 436 cf. The proposed infiltration basins would 

have a retention volume of 2,519 cf, which would exceed the minimum design capture 

volume. The project would satisfy stormwater drainage needs and prevent excess 

flow and reduction of water quality from discharge onto the adjacent streets. If flows 

exceed the capacity of the infiltration basin, flows would spill over the emergency over-

flow and continue east on Ranchero Road until it reaches the existing curb opening. 

Impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

iv. No Impact. The project site is not located within the 100-year hazard flood zone area. 

Based on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM) 06071C6490H, the project site is within Zone D. FEMA defines this zone 

as an area where there are possible but undetermined flood hazards, as no analysis 

of flood hazards have been conducted. The project site is not subject to flooding and 

would not impede or redirect flood flows. No impacts would occur and no mitigation is 

required. 

d) No Impact. The project site is in an area of minimal flood hazard. The project site is more 

than 60 miles east of the Pacific Ocean and there are no nearby bodies of standing water. 

Tsunamis and seiches do not pose hazards due to the project site’s inland location and lack 

of nearby waterbodies. The project is not in a flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zone and 

would not risk the release of pollutants. No impacts would occur and no mitigation is required. 

e) Less than Significant Impact. As discussed under response a, the proposed project would 

comply with applicable water quality standards and provisions. In 2014, the California 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act was passed, which provides authority for 

agencies to develop and implement Groundwater Sustainability Plans or alternative plans 

that demonstrate the water basins are being managed sustainably.7 Groundwater levels are 

managed within a safe basin operating range to protect the long-term sustainability of the 

 
7  State Water Resources Control Board. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. Https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-

management/sgma-groundwater-management  Accessed June 13, 2022. 
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Mojave River Water Basin and to protect against land subsidence. In 2020, CSA 70J pumped 

1,617 AF of groundwater. Projected groundwater supplies are expected to reach 1,630 AF 

by 2025 and 1,680 AF by 2045. According to the 2020 UWMP, in 2020, commercial uses 

were delivered 15 AF of groundwater, less than 1 percent of the total water volume used. 

Commercial demand for water use is projected to remain stable at 15 AF from 2025 through 

2045. The project’s water demand would not cause an unexpected increase in water 

consumption for commercial uses. Project implementation would result in a nominal increase 

in commercial water use with the CSA 70J. The proposed project would include maintain 

existing drainage flows and provide infiltration basins to allow for water infiltration into the 

soil. Proposed project features and water consumptions estimates would comply with the 

sustainable groundwater management plan and would not result in excess consumption. 

Impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community?     

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a 
conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION:  

San Bernardino County General Plan (2007); Submitted Project Materials 

 

a) No Impact. The project site is undeveloped and vacant. There are no structures on the project 

site and no residential communities would be divided upon project implementation. The 

proposed project would allow for the construction of retail building with surface parking and 

landscaping. No new roads are proposed as part of the project. The project is proposed to 

complement the existing commercial uses across Ranchero Road to the north by developing 

a similar commercial use. Project implementation would not divide nearby rural residences 

near the project site. Therefore, no impacts would occur and no mitigation is required. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. The project site has a zoning designation of Oak 

Hills/Neighborhood Commercial (OC/CN). The purpose of the Neighborhood Commercial 

designation is to provide suitable locations for retail and service commercial establishments 

intended to meet daily convenience needs of a residential area. Specifically, the OC/CN 

allows for a variety of uses including convenience and support services, convenience stores, 

and service stations with a Minor Use Permit. The proposed project would develop an 

AutoZone store and is consistent with the zoning designation, no zone change would be 

required. The proposed project would not conflict with applicable plans, policies, or 

regulations. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 

□ □ □ [g] 

□ □ □ [g] 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XII. MINERAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important 
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION: (Check  if the project is located within the Mineral Resource Zone Overlay). 

San Bernardino County General Plan (2007) 

 

a) No Impact. The project site is currently undeveloped. The proposed project does not involve 

any uses that would result in any impacts to mineral resources. Countywide Plan EIR Figure 

5.11-1 Mineral Resource Zones 2 & 3 in the Southwest Quadrant of County, does not identify 

any known State or locally designated mineral resources or locally important mineral 

resource recovery site on the project site. Therefore, there would be no loss of a known 

mineral resource and no impact would occur. 

b) No Impact. The project would not result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral 

resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan. 

The project site is not identified as a locally important mineral resource recovery site. The 

project site is undisturbed, and no history of mineral mining is present on the site. No impact 

would occur. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XIII. NOISE. Would the project result in: 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the 
project in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

    

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION: (Check  if the project is located in the Noise Hazard Overlay District or is subject 

to severe noise levels according to the General Plan Noise Element). 

San Bernardino County General Plan (2007) 

 

a) Less than Significant Impact.  

 Construction 

Construction noise typically occurs intermittently and varies depending on the nature or 

phase of construction (e.g., land clearing, grading, excavation, paving). Noise generated by 

construction equipment, including earth movers, material handlers, and portable generators, 

can reach high levels. During construction, exterior noise levels could affect the residential 

neighborhoods surrounding the construction site. Project construction would occur near 

existing commercial uses to the north and single-family rural residences to the south and 

east, with the closest receptors being approximately 830 feet away from potential 

construction. It is important to note that construction activities would occur throughout the 

project site and would not be concentrated at a single point near sensitive receptors. 

Construction activities would include site preparation, grading, building construction, paving, 

and architectural coating. Such activities would require graders, scrapers, and tractors during 

site preparation; graders, dozers, and tractors during grading; cranes, forklifts, generators, 

tractors, and welders during building construction; pavers, rollers, mixers, tractors, and 

paving equipment during paving; and air compressors during architectural coating. Typical 

operating cycles for these types of construction equipment may involve one or two minutes of 

full power operation followed by three to four minutes at lower power settings. Other primary 

sources of acoustical disturbance would be random incidents, which would last less than one 

minute (such as dropping large pieces of equipment or the hydraulic movement of machinery 

lifts). Noise generated by construction equipment, including earth movers, material handlers, 

and portable generators, can reach high levels. Typical noise levels associated with individual 

construction equipment are listed in Table 7: Typical Construction Noise Levels. 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ 
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Table 7: Typical Construction Noise Levels 

Equipment 
Typical Noise Level (dBA) 

at 50 feet from Source 

Typical Noise Level (dBA) 

at 100 feet from Source1
 

Air Compressor 80 74 

Backhoe 80 74 

Compactor 82 76 

Concrete Mixer 85 77 

Concrete Pump 82 76 

Concrete Vibrator 76 79 

Crane, Derrick 88 76 

Crane, Mobile 83 70 

Dozer 85 82 

Generator 82 77 

Grader 85 79 

Impact Wrench 85 76 

Jack Hammer 88 79 

Loader 80 79 

Paver 85 82 

Pile-driver (Impact) 101 74 

Pile-driver (Sonic) 95 79 

Pneumatic Tool 85 95 

Pump 77 89 

Roller 85 79 

Saw 76 71 

Scraper 85 84 

Shovel 82 89 

Truck 84 79 

1. Calculated using the inverse square law formula for sound attenuation: dBA2 = dBA1+20Log(d1/d2) Where: 

dBA2 = estimated noise level at receptor; dBA1 = reference noise level; d1 = reference distance; d2 = receptor 

location distance 

Source: Federal Transit Administration, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, September 
2018. 

 

As shown in Table 7, exterior noise levels could affect the nearest existing sensitive receptors 

in the vicinity. The nearest sensitive receptors to the project site are single-family residences 

approximately 850 feet to the southwest and 830 feet to the south. These sensitive receptors 

may be exposed to elevated noise levels during project construction. However, construction 

noise would be acoustically dispersed throughout the project site and not concentrated in one 

area near surrounding sensitive uses. The County’s Development Code establishes noise 

standards for stationary noise standards under Section 83.01.080. Some exemptions to the 

Noise Ordinance include emergency vehicles and temporary construction, maintenance, 

repair or demolition activities between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM Monday through Saturday, 

excluding federal holidays. 
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Construction activities may also cause increased noise along site access routes due to 

movement of equipment and workers. Compliance with the Development Code would 

minimize impacts from construction noise because construction would be limited to daytime 

hours on weekdays and Saturdays. By following Development Code standards, the project’s 

construction activities would result in a less than significant noise impact. 

Operations 

Implementation of the proposed project would create new sources of noise in the project 

vicinity. The major noise sources associated with the project that would potentially impact 

existing and potential future residences include stationary noise equipment (i.e., trash 

compactors, air conditioners, etc.); truck and loading dock (i.e., slow moving truck on the site, 

maneuvering and idling trucks, equipment noise); parking areas (i.e., car door slamming, car 

radios, engine start-up, and car pass-by); and off-site traffic noise. The San Bernardino 

Development Code outlines standards concerning acceptable noise levels for both noise-

sensitive and noise-generating land uses. Noise standards for stationary noise sources vary 

by land use and time of day and are summarized in Table 8: Noise Standards for Stationary 

Noise Sources. 

Table 8: Noise Standards for Stationary Noise Sources 

Affected Land Uses 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM Leq 10:00 PM – 7:00 AM Leq 

Residential 55 dBA 45 dBA 

Professional Services 55 dBA 55 dBA 

Other Commercial 60 dBA 60 dBA 

Industrial 70 dBA 70 dBA 

dB(A) = (A-weighted Sound Pressure Level). The sound pressure level, in decibels, as measured on a sound level meter 
using the A-weighting filter network. The A-weighting filter de-emphasizes the very low and very high frequency 
components of the sound, placing greater emphasis on those frequencies within the sensitivity range of the human ear. 

Source: San Bernardino County Development Code 83.01.080. 

 

Mechanical Equipment. The project area includes a neighborhood commercial center, 

vacant land, and rural residential uses. As previously noted, the nearest sensitive receptors 

to the project site are single-family residences 850 feet southwest and 830 feet south of the 

project site. Potential stationary noise sources related to long-term operation of commercial 

development in the project site would include mechanical equipment. Mechanical equipment 

(e.g., heating ventilation and air conditioning [HVAC] equipment) typically generates noise 

levels of approximately 50 to 60 dBA at 50 feet. 

Because noise levels would be at or below the County’s 65 dBA acceptable noise 

performance standard, noise impacts associated with HVAC equipment would be less than 

significant. Operation of mechanical equipment would not increase ambient noise levels 

beyond the acceptable compatible land use noise levels. Therefore, the proposed project 

would result in a less than significant impact related to stationary noise levels. Noise from 

stationary sources on the project site would primarily occur during the daytime activity hours 

of 7:00 AM to 10 PM. 

Truck Loading. During loading and unloading activities, noise would be generated by the 

trucks’ diesel engines, exhaust systems, and brakes during low gear shifting’ braking 
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activities; backing up toward the store frontage; and maneuvering away from the store. 

Loading noise is typically 68 dB at 50 feet. Given the distance to the nearest sensitive 

receptor, noise levels associated with truck maneuvering/parking and loading/unloading 

would not exceed the County’s noise standard for commercial land uses. As described 

above, noise levels associated with trucks and loading/unloading activities would not exceed 

the County’s standards. Impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Parking Noise. The project would provide 49 parking stalls, including 2 handicap stalls, 3 

vanpool/clean air/EV stalls, and 2 future electric vehicle stalls. Parking would be provided to 

the north and west of the AutoZone building. Nominal parking noise would occur within the 

on-site parking areas. Traffic associated with parking lots is typically not of sufficient volume 

to exceed community noise standards, which are based on a time-averaged scale such as the 

CNEL scale. The instantaneous maximum sound levels generated by a car door slamming, 

engine starting up, and car pass-bys range from 60 to 63 dBA and may be an annoyance 

where there are nearby noise-sensitive receptors. Conversations in parking areas may also 

be an annoyance to sensitive receptors. Sound levels of speech typically range from 33 dBA 

at 50 feet for normal speech to 50 dBA at 50 feet for very loud speech. It should be noted 

that parking lot noises are instantaneous noise levels compared to noise standards in the 

hourly Leq metric, which are averaged over the entire duration of a time period. Actual noise 

levels over time resulting from parking activities are anticipated to be far below the County’s 

noise standards. Due to the distance to sensitive receptors, parking noise would be minimal. 

Therefore, noise impacts associated with parking would be less than significant. 

Off-Site Traffic Noise. Table 3.15-4 of the City of Hesperia’s General Plan Update EIR 

identifies Ranchero Road as a two-lane, undivided roadway. Ranchero Road, between Maple 

Avenue and Escondido Avenue, has an approximate capacity of 7,762 average daily traffic 

(ADT). Similarly, Escondido Avenue, south of Ranchero Road, is classified as a two-lane, 

undivided roadway, and has an ADT of 1,098. Although the project site is within the County 

of San Bernardino’s jurisdiction, the Ranchero Road at Escondido Avenue intersection is 

within the Sphere of Influence of the City of Hesperia. Therefore, ADT data from the City’s 

General Plan Update was used. 

According to the County of San Bernardino General Plan Update EIR, a significant traffic 

noise impact could occur if a project would result in an increase of 3 dB or more, which is 

considered a barely perceptible change in outdoor environments. A 3-dBA increase in traffic 

noise is barely perceptible to people, while a 5-dBA increase is readily noticeable. Traffic 

volumes on project area roadways would have to approximately double for the resulting traffic 

noise levels to generate a 3-dBA increase. The project’s traffic generation would not 

significantly increase trips on the adjacent roadways. The project’s anticipated 113 daily trips, 

with 13 morning peak hour trips (9 inbound and 4 outbound) and 14 evening peak hour trips 

(5 inbound and 9 outbound) would not generate sufficient traffic to result in a noticeable 

increase in ambient noise levels. The proposed project’s trip generation would represent a 

negligible percentage of the ADT volumes on Ranchero Road and Escondido Avenue. 

Therefore, traffic noise is not anticipated to increase ambient levels. Impacts are less than 

significant and no mitigation is required. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. Increases in groundborne vibration levels attributable to the 

proposed project would be primarily associated with short-term construction-related 

activities. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has published standard vibration 
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velocities for construction equipment operations in their 2018 Transit Noise and Vibration 

Impact Assessment Manual. The types of construction vibration impacts include human 

annoyance and building damage. 

Human annoyance is evaluated in vibration decibels (VdB) (the vibration velocity level in 

decibel scale) and occurs when construction vibration rises significantly above the threshold 

of human perception for extended periods of time. The FTA Transit Noise and Vibration 

Impact Assessment Manual identifies 75 VdB as the approximate threshold for annoyance. 

Building damage can be cosmetic or structural. Ordinary buildings that are not particularly 

fragile would not experience cosmetic damage (e.g., plaster cracks) at distances beyond 30 

feet. This distance can vary substantially depending on soil composition and underground 

geological layer between vibration source and receiver. In addition, not all buildings respond 

similarly to vibration generated by construction equipment. For example, for a building that is 

constructed with reinforced concrete with no plaster, the FTA guidelines show that a vibration 

level of up to 0.20 in/sec is considered safe and would not result in any vibration damage. 

Table 9: Typical Construction Equipment Vibration Levels, lists vibration levels at 25 feet 

and 100 feet for typical construction equipment. Groundborne vibration generated by 

construction equipment spreads through the ground and diminishes in magnitude with 

increases in distance. As indicated in Table 8, based on FTA data, vibration velocities from 

typical heavy construction equipment operations that would be used during project 

construction range from 0.003 to 0.089 in/sec PPV at 25 feet from the source of activity, 

which is below the FTA’s 0.20 PPV threshold. The nearest sensitive receptors are the 

residential uses located approximately 830 feet to the northeast of the active construction 

zone. 

Table 9: Typical Construction Equipment Vibration Levels 

Equipment 

Peak Particle 
Velocity at 25 
Feet (in/sec) 

Peak Particle 
Velocity at 100 

Feet (in/sec)1
 

Approximate 
VdB at 25 Feet 

Approximate 
VdB at  

100 Feet2
 

Large Bulldozer 0.089 0.011 87 69 

Caisson Drilling 0.089 0.011 87 69 

Loaded Trucks 0.076 0.010 86 68 

Jackhammer 0.035 0.004 79 61 

Small Bulldozer/ 
Tractors 0.003 0.000 58 41 

1. Calculated using the following formula: PPVequip = PPVref x (25/D)1.5, where: PPVequip = the peak particle velocity 

in in/sec of the equipment adjusted for the distance; PPVref = the reference vibration level in in/sec from Table 7-4 of the 
Federal Transit Administration, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, 2018; D = the distance from the 
equipment to the receiver. 
2. Calculated using the following formula: Lv(D) = Lv(25 feet) - (30 x log10(D/25 feet)) per the FTA Transit Noise and 
Vibration Impact Assessment Manual (2018). 

Source: Federal Transit Administration, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, 2018. 

 

As shown in Table 9, construction VdB levels would not exceed 69 VdB at 100 feet (i.e., 

below the 75 VdB annoyance threshold). It can reasonably be assumed that at 830 feet, the 

vibration levels would attenuate further. It is also acknowledged that construction activities 

would occur throughout the project site and would not be concentrated at the point closest to 
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the nearest residential structure. Therefore, vibration impacts associated with the project 

construction would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Once operational, the project would not be a significant source of groundborne vibration. 

Project operations would not involve railroads or substantial heavy truck operations, and 

therefore would not result in vibration impacts at surrounding uses. As a result, impacts from 

vibration associated with project operation would be less than significant and no mitigation is 

required. 

c) No Impact. The nearest airport is the Hesperia Airport located at 7070 Summit Road, 

approximately 3.27 miles southeast of the project site. The proposed project is not within any 

safety zones as identified in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for Hesperia Airport. 

Therefore, the project would not be significantly affected by overhead aircraft noise. 

Additionally, the project site is not located in the vicinity of a private airstrip. Therefore, the 

project would not expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive airport- 

or airstrip-related noise levels and no mitigation is required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an 
area, either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or 
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION:  

San Bernardino County General Plan, 2007; Submitted Project Materials 

 

a) No Impact. The proposed project would allow for construction of an AutoZone store and 

associated surface parking. No residential uses are proposed as part of the project. AutoZone 

would have 12 employees on site per day. Employees are expected to come from the local 

workforce and operations would not induce substantial population growth. Further, the project 

site is served by existing roadways and utility infrastructure and would not require the 

expansion of any roads that may induce population growth. Therefore, project implementation 

would not directly or indirectly induce substantial population growth and a less than significant 

impact would occur. 

b) No Impact. The project site is currently vacant and unimproved. The project site does not 

include any existing housing and no housing would be removed to accommodate the proposed 

project. Therefore, no impacts would occur. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 



Initial Study PROJ-2021-00051 
Applicant Name: AutoZone Stores, Inc.  
APN: 0357-421-16 and -15 
September 2022 

 

 
 Page 68 of 85 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the project result in  

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new 
or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the public services: 

    

i) Fire protection?     

ii) Police protection?     

iii) Schools?     

iv) Parks?     

v) Other public facilities?     

SUBSTANTIATION:  

San Bernardino County General Plan, 2007; Submitted Project Materials 

 

a) Fire Protection? 

Less than Significant Impact. The San Bernardino County Fire Department (SBCFD) 

provides fire protection services to the surrounding area, inclusive of the project site. The 

project would be served by San Bernardino County Fire Station No. 305 (Hesperia Station) 

located at 8331 Caliente Road in the City of Hesperia, approximately 4.3 miles northwest of 

project site. Based on the project site’s proximity to the existing fire station, the project would 

be adequately served by existing fire protection services. 

The SBCFD reviews all new development plans and future development is required to 

conform to all fire protection and prevention requirements, including but not limited to building 

setbacks, emergency access, and fire flow. The project would be required to comply with the 

most current provisions of the SBCFD’s Fee Schedule Ordinance, which requires a fee 

payment that the County applies to the funding of fire protection facilities. Mandatory 

compliance with the Ordinance would be required prior to the issuance of a building permit. 

Project implementation would incrementally increase the number of persons in the area. The 

incremental increase could cause an increase in fire protection services, including response 

to the fire service calls upon project occupancy. However, the incremental increase would 

not require the construction of new or alteration of existing fire protection facilities to maintain 

an adequate level of service to the project area. Therefore, no physical impacts associated 

with fire protection services and facilities would occur and no mitigation is required. 

 

□ □ ~ □ 
□ □ ~ □ 
□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ ~ □ 
□ □ ~ □ 
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Police Protection? 

Less than Significant Impact. The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department (Sheriff’s 

Department) provides police protection services to the area, inclusive of the project site. The 

nearest Sheriff’s Department patrol station to the project site is the Hesperia Patrol Station, 

located at 15840 Smoketree Street in the City of Hesperia, approximately six miles northeast 

of the project site. The Hesperia station has 58 sworn law enforcement personnel and 20 

non-sworn employees, the latter which manage administrative, clerical, and technical duties. 

Law enforcement activities include marked-unit patrol, traffic enforcement, vandalism 

investigation, and abatement and advanced investigations. Hesperia deputies work closely 

with law enforcement partners including City Code Enforcement, Parole and Probation, and 

citizens to identify community problems. 

The project site is within the existing service area of the Sheriff’s Department and project 

implementation would not substantially increase the demand for police services. Although 

the project would incrementally increase demand for the City’s police protection services, this 

demand would not require the construction of new facilities, nor would it require the 

expansion of existing facilities that would result in physical environmental impacts. The 

Sheriff Department’s operating budget is generated through tax revenues, penalties and 

service fees, and allowed government assistance. Facilities, personnel, and equipment 

expansion and acquisition are tied to the City budget process and tax-base expansion. Tax-

base expansion from the proposed project would generate funding for the police protection 

services. Therefore, no physical impacts associated with fire protection services and facilities 

would occur and no mitigation is required. 

Schools? 

No Impact. The project site is located within the boundaries of the Hesperia Unified School 

District. Mesquite Trail Elementary School, Cedar Middle School, and Oak Hills High School 

serve the project suite. The nearest school to the project site is Oak Hills High School located 

at 7625 Cataba Road in the Community of Oak Hills, approximately 1.3 miles northwest of 

the project site. 

The proposed project is a commercial development with no residential uses. Therefore, the 

project would not directly generate any school-aged children requiring a public education. 

The project is expected to draw employees from the local workforce. Therefore, the project 

would not cause or contribute to a need to construct or physically altered public school 

services or facilities. The project applicant would be required to contribute development impact 

fees to Hesperia Unified School District HUSD in compliance with SB 50, which allows 

California school districts to collect fees from new developments to offset the costs associated 

with increasing school capacity needs. Mandatory payment of school fees would be required 

prior to issuance of building permits. Compliance with this requirement would preclude 

significant impacts and no mitigation is required. 

Parks? 

Refer to Section XV, Recreation. 

Other Public Facilities? 

Less than Significant Impact. The project site is within the service area of the San 

Bernardino County Library system. The nearest library to the project site is Hesperia Branch 
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Library located at 9650 7th Avenue in the City of Hesperia, approximately six miles northeast 

of the project site. Library services include wireless internet, printing, book clubs, and 

community events for children, teens, and adults. The proposed project would not induce 

population growth within the project area or have an impact on library services. Project 

implementation would not result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 

provision of new or physically altered public facilities. Therefore, impact would be less than 

significant impact and no mitigation is required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation 

measures are required. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XVI. RECREATION. Would the project: 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION: 

San Bernardino County General Plan, 2007; Submitted Project Materials 

 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. Maple Park, at 7770 Maple Avenue in the City of Hesperia, 

is the nearest park to the project site and is approximately two miles to the northeast. Maple 

Park is maintained and managed by the Hesperia Recreation and Park District and has 

multiple soccer fields with stadium lighting. The proposed project would allow construction of 

an AutoZone store with surface parking. The project does not propose any uses that would 

directly or indirectly induce population growth that would result in increased use of existing 

recreational facilities. Therefore, project implementation would not result in the increased use 

or substantial physical deterioration of an existing neighborhood or regional park. Impacts 

would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would allow construction of an 

AutoZone store. The project does not include recreational facilities and would not induce 

population growth that would result in increased demand for recreational facilities. Therefore, 

project implementation would not require construction or expansion of recreational facilities 

which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. Impacts would be less than 

significant and no mitigation is required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XVII. TRANSPORTATION. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, including transit, 
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?  

    

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with 
CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

    

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

d) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

SUBSTANTIATION:  

San Bernardino County General Plan (2007); Traffic Assessment (Kimley-Horn, 2020) 

 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. The volume of automobile and truck traffic associated with 

project-related construction activities would vary throughout the construction phases as 

different activities occur. Project-related construction traffic would be temporary in nature and 

would cease upon project completion. The Applicant would be required to prepare and submit 

a construction traffic management plan to identify the timing of construction activities and the 

movement of construction vehicles. 

A Traffic Assessment (Appendix G) was prepared to evaluate project-related traffic 

associated with project implementation. Trip generated estimates for the project are based 

on the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual (11th Edition) trip 

generation rates for an Automobile Parts and Service Center (Land Use 943). Daily, morning 

peak hour, and evening peak hour trip generation estimates are summarized in Table 10: 

Summary of Project Trip Generation. 

As shown in the table, the proposed project would generate 113 daily trips, with 13 morning 

peak hour trips and 14 evening peak hour trips. In accordance with the San Bernardino County 

Transportation Impact Guidelines (July 2019), the project trips do not exceed the 100-trip 

threshold in any peak hour to require additional analysis. The proposed increase in daily trips 

associated with project implementation would not result in significant impacts to the 

circulation system in the project area. The proposed project would comply with all County of 

San Bernardino programs, plans, and ordinances concerning circulation. 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ □ ~ 
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Table 10: Summary of Project Trip Generation 

Land Use 
ITE 

Code Unit 

Trip Generation Rates 1 

Daily 

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

In Out Total In Out Total 

Automobile Parts 
and Service Center 

943 KSF 16.280 1.431 0.529 1.96 0.904 1.356 2.26 

Land Use Quantity Unit 

Trip Generation Estimates 

Daily 
AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

In Out Total In Out Total 

Automobile Parts 
and Service Center 

6.797 KSF 113 9 4 13 5 9 14 

Total Project Trips 113 9 4 13 5 9 14 

1 Source: Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual, 11th Edition 

 

Public transit bus service in the project area would continue to be provided by Victor Valley 

Transit Authority. The nearest bus stop to the project site is located at the intersection of 

Escondido Avenue and Ranchero Road. The proximity of this bus stops to the project site 

would provide access to transit service. As a part of the project, pedestrian sidewalks and 

bicycle lanes would continue to be provided along Ranchero Road. The project would not affect 

pedestrian facilities. Therefore, project construction and operations would not conflict with an 

applicable plan, ordinance, or policy concerning the circulation system. Impacts would be 

less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact. On December 28, 2018, the California Natural Resources 

Agency adopted revised State CEQA Guidelines. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 

codifies the removal of vehicle delay and level of service (LOS) from consideration for 

transportation impacts under CEQA. With the adopted CEQA Guidelines, transportation 

impacts are to be evaluated based on a project’s effect on vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Lead 

agencies are allowed to continue using their current impact criteria, or to opt into the revised 

transportation guidelines. However, VMT must be used as of July 1, 2020, as required in 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3. The State Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 

specifies VMT metrics within the Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts in 

CEQA (December 2018). 

Based on OPR guidelines, local-serving commercial uses such as the proposed project can 

be determined to result in an overall VMT reduction. These provisions have been reflected in 

the County of San Bernardino’s Transportation Impact Study Guidelines. Local-serving 

commercial uses primarily serve existing needs and do not generate a substantial number 

of new trips. Therefore, these uses (less than 50,000 sf) can be presumed to reduce trip 

lengths when a new site is proposed. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant and 

no mitigation is required. 

c) No Impact. Vehicular access to the site would be provided from two shared drive aisles with 

the adjacent gas station development. One driveway would be located on Ranchero Road 

and the second would be on Escondido Avenue. There are no components of the project that 



Initial Study PROJ-2021-00051 
Applicant Name: AutoZone Stores, Inc.  
APN: 0357-421-16 and -15 
September 2022 

 

 
 Page 74 of 85 

would increase hazards to the public due to geometric design features or incompatible use, 

as the circulation and uses proposed by the project would be fully compatible with 

surrounding land uses. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

d) No Impact. Emergency vehicle access would be provided by the two shared drive aisles with 

the adjacent gas station development. Both driveways to the proposed project would be 

30.5 feet wide to accommodate emergency access vehicles. Additionally, the project would 

not require the complete closure of any public or private streets or roadways during 

construction. Temporary construction activities would not impede use of the road for 

emergencies or access for emergency response vehicles. Therefore, the project would not 

result in inadequate emergency access, and no impact would occur. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in 
Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a 
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the size and 
scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, 
and that is: 

    

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 

    

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its 
discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code 
Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider 
the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American tribe? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION:  

San Bernardino County General Plan (2007); Appendix C: AutoZone Cultural Resources 
Assessment (VCS Environmental, 2020); Appendix H: Tribal Consultation) 

 

a) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. Chapter 532 Statutes of 2014 (AB 52) 

requires that lead agencies evaluate a project’s potential impact on “tribal cultural resources.” 

Such resources include “sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and 

objects with cultural value to a California Native American tribe that are eligible for inclusion 

in the California Register of Historical Resources or included in a local register of historical 

resources.” AB 52 also gives lead agencies the discretion to determine, based on substantial 

evidence, whether a resource qualifies as a “tribal cultural resource.” 

The County has provided formal notification to California Native American tribal 

representatives identified by the California Native American Heritage Commission. Native 

American groups may have knowledge about cultural resources in the area and may have 

concerns about adverse effects from development on tribal cultural resources. The County 

contacted the tribal representatives noted below. Correspondence to and from tribal 

representatives is included as Appendix H to this Initial Study. 

▪ Chemehuevi Indian Tribe, Charles Wood, Chairperson 

▪ Morongo Band of Mission Indians, Robert Martin, Chairperson 

□ [SI □ □ 

□ [SI □ □ 
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▪ Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation, Jill McCormick, Historic Preservation 

Officer 

▪ San Fernando Band of Mission Indians, Donna Yocum, Chairperson 

▪ San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, Jessica Mauck, Director of Cultural Resources 

▪ Serrano Nation of Mission Indians, Wayne Walker, Co-Chairperson 

▪ Serrano Nation of Mission Indians, Mark Cochrane, Co-Chairperson 

▪ Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians, Darrell Mike, Chairperson 

Correspondence to and from tribal representatives is included as Appendix H: Tribal Consultation to 

this Initial Study. As of the release date of the Initial Study, the County has received one request for 

consultation from San Manuel Band of Mission Indians (SMBMI). Given the undisturbed condition of 

the site, project construction activities including limited excavation and grading could impact 

undiscovered tribal resources. Therefore, there is the potential for the project to affect previously 

unidentified Native American tribal cultural resources. The project would be subject to compliance 

with MM TCR-1, which requires a SMBMI Monitor to be present on the project site during 

construction phases that involve ground-disturbing activities within undisturbed native sediments. 

MM TCR-2 would also be required, which also requires cultural documents be shared with SMBMI. 

Compliance with MM TCR-1 and MM TCR-2 would reduce potential impacts to tribal resources to a 

less than significant level 

Mitigation Program 

MM TCR-1  The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) 

shall be contacted, as detailed in MM CR-1, of any pre-contact and/or historic-era 

cultural resources discovered during project implementation, and be provided 

information regarding the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards 

to significance and treatment. Should the find be deemed significant, as defined by 

CEQA (as amended, 2015), a Cultural Resource Monitoring and Treatment Plan 

(Plan) shall be created by the archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all 

subsequent finds shall be subject to this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to 

be present that represents SMBMI for the remainder of the project, should SMBMI 

elect to place a monitor on the site. 

MM TCR-2  Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project (isolate 

records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to the 

applicant and Lead Agency for dissemination to the San Manuel Band of Mission 

Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI). The Lead Agency and/or applicant 

shall, in good faith, consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project. 

No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated with implementation of the above 

mitigation measures. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
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Significant 
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Potentially 
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Less Than 
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Impact 
No 

Impact 

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of 
new or expanded water, wastewater treatment or 
storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction or 
relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

    

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and multiple dry 
years? 

    

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected 
demand in addition to the provider’s existing 
commitments? 

    

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of 
solid waste reduction goals? 

    

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid 
waste? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION:  

County of San Bernardino General Plan 2007; Submitted Project Materials 

 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. 

Wastewater. The County of San Bernardino, Special Districts Department, Water and 

Sanitation Division maintains and operates water and wastewater services to the Community 

of Oak Hills. The project site is in County Service Area (CSA) 70J - Oak Hills. CSA 70J is a 

water retailer and purchases water supplies from the Mojave Water Agency, the region’s 

wholesale water provider. According to the 2020 UWMP for CSA 70J, there were 3,378 

municipal connections. CSA 70J provides domestic water from five active wells within Alto 

Sub-basin which is within the Mojave River Groundwater Basin under the control of the 

Mojave Water Agency. CSA 70J does not deliver any recycled water; all water demands are 

met with potable groundwater supplies. Estimated total water storage capacity for Mojave 

Water Agency is approximately nearly 5 million acre-feet. Projected water supply for CSA 

70J is expected to range from 1,630 AF in 2025 to 1,680 in 2045. 

Wastewater services to the area, inclusive of the project site, are provided by the Hesperia 

Water District. The City of Hesperia’s sewer system connects to the Victor Valley Wastewater 

Reclamation Authority three-mile interceptor that runs along the northeast boundary of the 

City, and ultimately flows to the regional wastewater treatment plant that is owned and 

□ □ □ ~ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ □ ~ 
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operated by the Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority (VVWRA). The City has six 

outlets to the VVWRA interceptor.  

The VVWRA serves a 279-square-mile area that includes Apple Valley, Hesperia, Victorville, 

Spring Valley Lake and Oro Grande. The wastewater treatment plant treats about 10.7 million 

gallons (mgd) of wastewater every day with a total capacity of 18 mgd or 55.2 acre-feet per 

day.8 

According to the San Bernardino Countywide Plan Water, Wastewater, and Hydrology 

Existing Conditions Report, the project site is within the Sphere of Influence of the Hesperia 

Water District.9 Therefore, the Hesperia Water District sewer flow generation rate for 

commercial land uses of 1,000 gallons per acre per day was used for this Initial Study. The 

project would generate approximately 156 gallons per day or 56,953 gallons a year, or 0.17 

acre-feet per year (AFY). The project’s expected wastewater generation represents a 

nominal percentage increase over the existing capacity on VVWRA facilities. Although the 

project would use an OWTS, wastewater would still be collected and eventually treated at 

VVWRA facilities. Therefore, existing wastewater treatment facilities are able to 

accommodate the project-generated wastewater and continue maintaining a substantial 

amount of remaining capacity for future wastewater treatment.  

The proposed project does not require and would not result in the construction of new 

wastewater facilities or the expansion of existing facilities. There is capacity to serve the 

existing, project and future development wastewater demand. Impacts would be less than 

significant and no mitigation is required. 

Stormwater Drainage. The site is vacant, 100 percent pervious, and contains minor off-site 

drainage patterns that convey through the site. A portion of the storm water flows from the 

adjacent vacant property to the west flow through the project site and continue to the 

northeast. Under post-development conditions, no off-site drainage would be conveyed 

through the site. The planned gas station site to the west would discharge storm water flows 

to Ranchero Road and would no longer discharge flows onto the project site after completion. 

Under the proposed project, storm water would be routed into an infiltration basin system. 

The project development would decrease the area of pervious surfaces and increase the 

amount of impervious surfaces, therefore changing stormwater flows. The volume required 

to be detained due to the increase between the pre-development and post- development 

volumes under the 100-year storm is approximately 436 cubic feet (cf). According to the 

WQMP prepared for the project, the required design capture volume for the infiltration basins 

is 2,456 cf. The volume required to be detained due to the increase between the pre-

development and post-development volumes under the 100- year storm is approximately 436 

cf. The proposed infiltration basins would have a retention volume of 2,519 cf, therefore 

exceeding the minimum design capture volume. The project would satisfy stormwater 

 
8  Hesperia Water District, Final Draft 2015 Urban Water Management Plan page 33, Available at: 

http://www.cityofhesperia.us/DocumentCenter/View/13505/2015-UWMP-FINAL-DRAFT-2016-05-11?bidId=, Accessed June 14, 
2022. 

9  County of San Bernardino, San Bernardino Countywide Plan Water, Wastewater, and Hydrology Existing Conditions page 87, 
Available at: http://countywideplan.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Infra_CWP_221- 223_ 
75-76_Sewer_Water_ExCon_FinalDraft_WEB_20181129.pdf, Accessed June 14, 2022. 

http://www.cityofhesperia.us/DocumentCenter/View/13505/2015-UWMP-FINAL-DRAFT-2016-05-11?bidId
http://countywideplan.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Infra_CWP_221-
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drainage needs and prevent excess flow and reduction of water quality from discharge onto 

the adjacent streets. 

Although the proposed project would increase the amount of impervious surfaces, no 

significant changes to the drainage pattern would occur. The proposed project would have 

an infiltration basin system for storm water capture and retention. The size of the infiltration 

basin system would adequately treat the design capture volume (DCV) and to retain the 

storm water volume any adverse impacts downstream. If flows exceed the capacity of the 

infiltration basin, flows would spill over the emergency over-flow and continue east on 

Ranchero Road until it reaches the existing curb opening. Impacts would be less than 

significant and no mitigation is required. 

Electric Power, Natural Gas, Telecommunications. Electric power is provided by Southern 

California Edison (SCE) and natural gas is provided by Southern California Gas Company 

(SoCalGas). Telecommunications are provided by Frontier Communications. SCE, 

SoCalGas, and local telecommunications companies operate and maintain transmission and 

distribution infrastructure in the project area, including the project site. The proposed project’s 

electricity demand would be approximately 69,020 KW per year and natural gas demand 

would be approximately 220,932 cubic feet per year. For further discussion concerning 

electricity and natural gas usage, refer to Section VI, Energy. The project would connect to 

existing electric, natural gas, and telecommunication infrastructure in the project area. 

Impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. The County of San Bernardino CSA 70J – Oak Hills 2020 

Urban Water Management Plan (2020 UWMP) identifies supply reliability under three 

hydrologic conditions: a normal year, a single-year, and multiple dry years. CSA 70J primary 

source of water is groundwater which is delivered to the system by five active wells within 

Alto Subbasin, which is within the Mojave River Groundwater Basin under the control of the 

Mojave Water Agency. CSA 70J has 12 storage reservoirs in the system with a total capacity 

of approximately 12 AF or 4 million gallons. In 2020, the CSA 70J supplied 1,617 AF of 

groundwater to meet its service area demand. 

CSA 70J anticipates an increase in water use for all land use types through 2045. Total retail 

water demand is expected to increase to 1,680 AFY, and the increase of water demand 

caused by the proposed project represents less than 1 percent of this change. According to 

the 2020 UWMP, the available water supply would meet projected demand during normal, dry, 

and multiple dry years through 2045. The UWMP also includes a Water Shortage 

Contingency Plan to prevent and minimize adverse impacts of water shortages. Therefore, 

the increase in water demand generated by implementation of the project can be 

accommodated by the water supplier. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant and 

no mitigation is required. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would result in an incremental increase 

in the demand for wastewater conveyance and treatment facilities. The project would use an 

onsite wastewater treatment system located adjacent to the Autozone building, under the 

surface parking lot. The onsite treatment system would include a septic tank with a designed 

capacity of 1,500 gallons per day. The project would have routine scheduled maintenance to 

service and pump out the sludge and waste, which ultimately would be disposed at 

wastewater treatment facilities. It is assumed that wastewater pumped from the septic tank 

would be treated at the existing VVWRA treatment plant. The project would generate 
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approximately 156 gallons per day or 56,953 gallons a year, or 0.17 AFY. The VVWRA 

treatment plant has a total capacity of 18 million gallons per day. The project’s expected 

wastewater generation represents a nominal percentage increase over the existing capacity 

on VVWRA facilities. The increase would not require the construction of new water or 

wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. Therefore, impacts would 

be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

d) Less Than Significant Impact. Advance Disposal Company, Inc. is a disposal and recycling 

facility located in the City of Hesperia, which provides solid waste services to Oak Hills 

Community, inclusive of the project site. Advance Disposal is responsible for collection, 

Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) processing, recycling and disposal of non-recyclable 

residuals for solid waste. The nearest MRF is in the City of Hesperia at 17105 Mesa Street, 

approximately 6.4 miles northeast of the project site. Solid waste not diverted for recycling at 

the MRF are disposed of at landfills within the greater San Bernardino County region. The 

nearest landfill to the project site is the Victorville Valley Sanitary Landfill. The Victorville 

Valley Sanitary Landfill has a maximum daily permitted tonnage of 3,000 (tons per day), a 

maximum permitted capacity of 83.2 million cubic yards, and a remaining capacity of 81.51 

million cubic yards. 

According to CalRecycle, commercial retail land uses generate 10.53 pounds of waste per 

employee per day.10 The anticipated solid waste generation from the project from 12 

employees would be approximately 126.4 pounds/day (46,121 pounds per year, or 23 tons 

per year). The solid waste volume would be less than one ton per day, and therefore considered 

a nominal amount of the daily capacity of any of the landfills serving the project site. In order 

to comply with the State of California Waste Management Act (AB 939), and the San 

Bernardino Solid Waste Advisory Task-Force, applicants are required to deposit 50 percent 

or more of demolition debris generated at a project site from landfills by recycling, reuse, and 

diversion programs. Existing landfills have sufficient capacity to serve the project. 

Compliance with all applicable regulations and laws regarding solid waste would further 

reduce impacts. Therefore, impacts are less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

e) No Impact. State, County, and local agencies with regulatory authority related to solid waste 

include the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, and San 

Bernardino County. Regulations specifically applicable to the proposed project include the 

California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 939). 

AB 939, which requires every city and county in the State to prepare a Source Reduction and 

Recycling Element (SRRE) to its Solid Waste Management Plan, identifies how each 

jurisdiction will meet the State’s mandatory waste diversion goal of 50 percent by and after 

2000. Under SB 341, the diversion goal was increased to 75 percent by 2020. The County of 

San Bernardino Solid Waste Management Division is responsible for the operation and 

management of the solid waste disposal system which consists of 5 regional landfills, 17 

MRFS, 8 transfer stations, and 7 construction/demolition and inert debris processing 

facilities. According to the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan, roughly 70 

percent of total solid waste was diverted from landfills in 2016. San Bernardino Development 

Code Chapter 84.24, Solid Waste/Recyclable Materials Storage, stipulates standards and 

regulations for the collection and management of solid waste in the County. Compliance with 

 
10  CalRecycle, Estimated Solid Waste Generation Rates, Available at: 

https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/WasteCharacterization/General/Rates, Accessed June 10, 2022.  
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the above-listed regulations would prevent conflict with statues and regulations related to 

solid waste. Therefore, impacts are less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 
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Significant 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

XX. WILDFIRE. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire 
hazard severity zones, would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

    

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project 
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

    

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency 
water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

    

SUBSTANTIATION:  

County of San Bernardino General Plan (2007) 

 

a) Less than Significant Impact. The County of San Bernardino Hazards Overlay map 

indicates that the project site is within Fire Safety Area 2. The Fire Safety Overlay includes 

areas within the mountains, valley foothills, and desert region designated by the Fire Authority 

as a wildfire risk area. It includes all land generally characterized by areas varying from 

relatively flat to steep sloping terrain and with moderate to heavy fuel loading contributing to 

high fire hazard conditions. According to CalFire Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map for San 

Bernardino County, the project site is within a high fire hazard severity zone in a State 

Responsibility Area. The proposed project would comply with applicable standards required 

by the responsible Fire Authority, including the standards and provisions of the California 

Building Code (CBC) Chapter 7A (Materials and Construction Methods for Exterior Wildfire 

Exposure) and general development standards under County of San Bernardino Municipal 

Code 82.13.050. Further, project construction would not require the complete closure of any 

public or private streets or roadways during construction. Temporary construction activities 

would not impede use of the road for emergencies or access for emergency response 

vehicles. Therefore, the project would not result in inadequate emergency access, and no 

impact would occur. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. Although the project site is within a high fire hazard severity 

zone in a State Responsibility Area, the proposed project would allow for site development 

with an AutoZone store, surface parking, and landscaping. The project would comply with 

the general development standards under County of San Bernardino Municipal Code 

82.13.050 related to Fire Safety overlay zones. Therefore, the project is not anticipated to 

exacerbate wildfire risks, thereby exposing project occupants to pollutant concentrations from 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 
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a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. Therefore, impacts would be less than 

significant and no mitigation is required. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would connect to existing electricity, 

water, and other utilities necessary to serve the site. The project site is located at the 

southeast corner of the Ranchero Road at Escondido Road intersection and would not 

require new construction of infrastructure. Fire water connections would be provided at the 

southwest corner of the building. A freezeless yard hydrant is also proposed at the same 

location. Specifications for project infrastructure improvements would be subject to County 

requirements, including Chapter 83.09 – Infrastructure Improvement Standards, and fire plan 

check would be required through the Planning and Engineering Section of San Bernardino 

County Fire ensure compliance with the applicable fire and life safety regulations, codes and 

ordinances. Therefore, potential impacts associated with the exacerbation of fire risk or that 

may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment would be less than significant 

and no mitigation is required. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. The project site does not include any downslopes. According 

to the California Geological Survey,11 the project site is not within an area identified as 

having a potential for landslides. The project site and surrounding vicinity are relatively flat. 

There are no known landslides near the site nor is the site in the path of any known or potential 

landslides. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 

measures are required. 

 

  

 
11  California Department of Conservation, Landslide Inventory, Available at https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/lsi/app/, Accessed 

June 14, 2022. 
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No 
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XXI.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE. Does the project: 

a) Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality 
of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of 
a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects)? 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly? 

    

 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. On the basis of the foregoing analysis, the proposed project 

does not have the potential to significantly degrade the quality of the environment, 

substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population 

to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten or eliminate a plant or animal community, 

substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal 

or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. The 

proposed project is consistent with the General Plan and zoning designation. Therefore, the 

project would not have a significant impact on any sensitive, rare, or endangered plant/wildlife 

community. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project does not have impacts that are 

individually limited, but cumulatively considerable. Incremental impacts resulting from 

development and operation of the proposed project and other cumulative projects that would 

be under construction include all resource topics except Biological Resources, Cultural 

Resources, Geological Resources, and Tribal Cultural Resources. However, proposed 

mitigation for Biological, Cultural, Geological, and Tribal Cultural Resources would mitigate 

impacts to a less than significant level. When viewed in connection with the effects of past 

projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects, these 

impacts are not cumulatively considerable. No cumulative impacts are anticipated in 

connection with this or other projects. The proposed project complies with long-term regional 

air quality plans, regional population forecasts, and is within the service capabilities of utility 

purveyors. No significant adverse environmental impacts have been identified. The analysis 

contained in this Initial Study evaluated existing conditions, potential impacts associated with 

the development of the project, and possible environmental cumulative impacts. The project 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 

□ □ ~ □ 
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does not have any impact on projected growth or planned projects for the County of San 

Bernardino or neighboring jurisdictions known as of the date of this analysis. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. All potential impacts have been thoroughly evaluated and 

have been deemed to be neither individually significant nor cumulatively considerable in 

terms of any adverse effects upon the region, the local community or its inhabitants. At a 

minimum, the project will be required to meet the conditions of approval for the project to be 

implemented. It is anticipated that all such conditions of approval will further ensure that no 

potential for adverse impacts will be introduced by construction activities, initial or future land 

uses authorized by the project approval. There are no known substantial adverse effects on 

human beings that would be caused by the proposed project. The environmental evaluation 

has concluded that no significant environmental impacts will result from the project. 

 




